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endless " inconveniences and mischiefs " at the
Admiralty, in the dockyards, and even on the
ships themselves, he finally achieved it. As an
example of his difficulties, it is enough to mention
that when- ships returned to port, " incredible
Proportions of Powder, Match, Cordage, Sails,
Anchors, and all other Things, were embezzled
and sold, and very often sold to the King himself,
for the setting out other Ships and for replenishing
his Stores." And yet, in spite of such things,
England's supremacy as a great maritime power
dates from about this time.

Many instances have been quoted of the deep
personal interest which the King took both in the
practice and theory of navigation. He was a
regular "and fascinated visitor at such naval bases
and yards as Chatham and Deptfbrd, even in the
most bitter season of the year, and in his private
laboratory at Whitehall would devote hours to a
study of the intricate problems of naval architec-
ture, a subject upon which he was justly regarded
as expert. The river running below his window
also served as an endless source of speculation and
delight, and one of his favourite entertainments
was the spectacle of water pageants, which he
could enjoy in the company of friends and cour-
tiers from the balconies of his own palace. Indeed,
to nothing he undertook can we apply more